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EDITORIAL

As public expenditure is made on transport and road development, we find ourselves
questioning whether cities are made for cars or for people. Indeed, mobility is necessary for
access to markets and livelihoods, but an urban transport system which does not holistically
consider the impacts of its operation should be considered unsustainable and dangerous.

A transport system that makes markets and individuals accessible to each other is a desirable
objective. especially in developing countries where a wealth gap between the affluent and the
poor requires us to be sensitive to the impacts our interventions have on socio-economic
well-being. Not so desirable are systems that can only widen this gap by making access
unaffordable. adversely affecting urban aesthetics and creating inequitable partitions in
neighbor hoods and habitats. Urban transport systems in Pakistan are largely class-based
where the use of cars can seriously impact other city dwellers in a variety of ways such as
delays, loss of green spaces. increased transit times, fatal traffic accidents and air pollution.
These impacts are neither assigned nor compensated. They remain, instead, as externalised
and uncredited costs created by the unrestricted use of the automobile, based on privileged
mobility and freedom of access. Clearly, the time for change is upon us.

As rising mercury levels herald the onset of summer, the Urban Unit has been moving
forward with its reform based agenda in order to make cities the engines of economic growth.
The current issue of the Urban Gazette focuses on the Integrated Traffic Management
System of the Government of the Punjab which has the potential to bring about measurable
improvements in the lives of citizens all across the Punjab.



INTRODUCTION TO THE INTEGRATED
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

Efficient transport systems that provide unrestricted flow
of people and goods are vital to the development of the
country. Rapid urbanization caused by increasing population,
employment, education, recreation, efc. has increased the
traffic and transport problems in cities of the Punjab. Billions
of man hours are wasted due to congestion and traffic jams
which seriously impact the local, regional and national economy
and adversely affect public health and safety.

The Province of the Punjab is Pakistan's most urbanized
province with approximately 34 per cent population living in
urban areas. The City District of Lahore, being the provincial
capital of the Punjab, has a population in excess of 7 million
people and generates an estimated 13.5 million motorized
trips per day. With population of Lahore growing at an annual
rate of 3 - 5 per cent, rapid urbanization and increase in
vehicle ownership is a veritable time-bomb which threatens
economic and social activities in the city.

CURRENT SCENARIO

Private Vehicles Ownership Growth
According to Lahore
Urban Development
and Traffic Study
(1981) there were
only 39,205
registered vehicles in
Lahore in 1974. As
per recent statistics
of the Punjab, the — ez @ |
total registered vehicles in Lahore were 70,342 in 1980,
238,143 in 1990 and 702,734 in 2000—a figure which rose to
1,253,101 vehicles in 2005 with an annual growth rate of 12.2
percent. Figures also show that almost 80per cent of the total
registered vehicles are privately owned motorcycles and cars.
The major reason for these trends is governmental policies
that are conducive to private ownership but neglect public
transport systems.

Transport Infrastructure

The transport network in Punjab is under-developed and
under-funded, resulting in the lack of regulatory oversight
and low levels of capacity to enforce laws. As per statistics of
Punjab, The total expenditure on Development and
maintenance of Roads in Punjab was Rs. 7144 million in 2004
and only Rs. 273 million of this was spent on maintenance of
infrastructure. With a dismal investment which is less than 4
per cent of the total budget, it is little surprise that a city
which generates 13.5 million motorized frips has only 100
traffic signals. Similarly, other resources are equally
insufficient for traffic management inacity like Lahore.

State of Public Transport
Lahore Rapid Mass Transit
Study (2006) states that more
than 200,000 people are using
public transport everyday in !
Lahore while only a total of 1053
buses are plying on the roads
of Lahore. Modal split of public
Transport available with the city is presented in Table - 1
given below. Due to the poor regulatory framework and lack of
institutional capacity, appropriate controls on operations or
administration of public transport service providers are
absent.

According to the study, Lahore's Ferozepur Road is one of the
busiest routes in the city. Average daily passenger flow at one
section of Ferozepur Road is 610,000 passengers with 64 per
cent passengers using public transport buses while average
daily flow at another section is 563,000 passengers with 80
per cent using public transport buses. Similarly current
average hourly flow is 9000/hr/direction and
11000/hr/direction, respectively.

With such a heavy flow of traffic, it is surprising that only an
estimated 223 buses are operating on Ferozepur road out of
which 61 buses ply intercity routes. Similarly 813 mini-buses
are operating on Ferozepur road out of which 678 mini buses
are plying on intercity routes. Clearly, the available public
transport is insufficient fo cater to present levels of travel
demand.

Table - 1: Registered No. Of Public Transport Vehicles in Lahore.

Sr. No. Mode of Public Transport No. Of vehicle
1 Bus 1053
2 Mini Bus 518
3 Wagon 475
4 Rickshaw 34156
5 Motoecycle Rickshaw 1837

Source : Transport Department

Deteriorating Environment

The rapid increase in population, absence of public transport
services and facilities, and high growth rate of privately
owned vehicles has a lethal impact on air quality and noise
levels in the city. Increasing concentrations of pollutants
creates a public health hazard without parallel.
Concentrations of NOx are 10 times higher than World
Health Organization guidelines in the central part of the City
of Lahore. Similarly noise levels at important roads of Lahore






